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Welcome
Photography A-Level is a vibrant and successful course at The Warren School. It is not a 
requirement for students to have studied Photography at GCSE. In fact, we welcome anyone 
who wants to commit themselves to this stimulating, in-depth and creative course. Gaining an 
A-Level qualification in Photography will help you gain entry into the second highest 
employer/industry in the UK. 

We cover every aspect of photography from using a DSLR camera, studio lighting, darkroom 
and editing software through to developing a portfolio and creating group exhibitions . 
Students develop an extensive portfolio of practical and written work, building technical skills 
as well as analysing the work of other photographers and developing a critical ‘eye’ for 
Photography and related media. 

Many students choose this course to combine with other creative subjects such as Art, DT, 
Film and Media. Others choose Photography as a ‘creative’ accompaniment to other subjects 
such as Maths and Sciences. This course will support all learners wishing to develop their 
creative thinking skills and practical problem solving skillset alongside their academic studies.
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KS5 - Year 12 Course Content
Students begin Year 12 with a fast-paced and in-depth Skills Project. They are taught how to 
use a DSLR to master the main ‘Rules of Composition ’as well as gaining a technical 
understanding of key camera features including viewpoint, aperture, depth of field, shutter 
speed and movement. Students conduct their own photoshoots throughout and engage 
with and respond to the work of other photographers. Alongside digital photography, 
students practice the art of ‘camera-less’ photography, making pin-hole cameras and 
learning about the history and science of Photography. They are also trained in dark room 
practice and create their own photograms, chemigrams and cyanotypes.

In the Spring Term, students begin their first project in response to a brief. They are 
required to explore issues, themes and concepts through their personal research and 
photographic practice. Students learn how to respond to the work of other photographers 
through their photoshoots and experimental processes. They are taught how to alter and 
edit photographs both digitally (using Photoshop) and manually, using techniques such as 
collage, fine art media, film or animation. 
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KS5 - Year 13 Course Content
Year 13 builds on the skills and knowledge gained in Year 12. Students will have the freedom to choose their own project 

theme in their Personal Investigation, which allows learners to conduct a major, in-depth critical, practical and theoretical 
project based on themes which have a personal significance. The Personal Investigation has a written component of 1,000 

words minimum, which requires students to explore the themes of their project through an academic-style essay which will 
be assessed alongside their practical work. 

In the final term, students are set a Externally Set Assessment which requires them to create a body of work inspired by a 
set brief. In this project, also called the ‘Exam Component’, students create preparatory work for a timed and supervised 
exam of 15 hours in which they create final piece. 

Over the 2 year course, students are assessed as follows:
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Year 12
Skills Project until Christmas- 20%
Project 1- until May- 20%

Year 13
Personal project until January- 20%
Exam- 40%
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KS5 – Destinations 
The A Level provides excellent opportunities for progression into the workplace, internships and apprenticeships or to 
continue further or higher Foundation and Degree courses.

This course has been designed to allow ultimate flexibility for each learner. It can be used as a research tool for academic 
pathways such as Art History, Psychology, Philosophy and Art Therapy. It could also be used to build a portfolio to enter into 
the Creative Industries such as Film, Animation, Media, Fashion, Graphic Design, Photography, Product Design, Illustration 
and Animation, Set Design and Special Effects. It can also be used to build a more traditional Fine Art portfolio ready to 
pursue a career as an Artist.

We pride ourselves on our 100% pass rate with all learners who pursued a creative pathway securing places on Foundation 
or Degree courses. Our alumni have studied at the most prestigious Art institutions in London (Goldsmiths, London College 
of Fashion, Central Saint Martins. Chelsea Collage of Art, LLC) as well as pursued art related studies at Russell Group 
universities such as Leeds, Manchester and Sheffield.
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https://www.eduqas.co.uk/media/a3ndenvr/eduqas-a-level-art-and-design-spec-from-2015-e-090119.pdf
Detailed information about the course

https://www.arts.ac.uk/study-at-ual/apply/undergraduate
University of the Arts London

https://www.studentartguide.com/articles/art-careers-list
Creative Careers Guidance 

https://www.prospects.ac.uk/jobs-and-work-experience/job-sectors/creative-arts-and-design/creative-jobs
Prospects Creative Careers Advice 

https://www.topuniversities.com/student-info/careers-advice/what-can-you-do-art-degree
What can you do with an Art degree?

Any Questions? 
Email: Office@thewarrenschool.net

https://www.thewarrenschool.net/the-sixth-form/the-sixth-form-phase/welcome-to-the-sixth-form/
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