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Year 7 and 8  
 

 
The Other Side by Jacqueline Woodson  

 

Clover's mom says it isn't safe to cross the fence that segregates 
their African-American side of town from the white side where 
Anna lives. But the two girls strike up a friendship, and get 
around the grown-ups' rules by sitting on top of the fence 
together. 

 
 

 

 

Let It Shine by Andrea Davis Pinkney  

Rosa Parks refused to give up her seat on a bus and sparked a 
boycott that changed America. Harriet Tubman helped more 
than three hundred slaves escape the South on the Underground 
Railroad. Shirley Chisholm became the first black woman 
elected to the U.S. House of Representatives. 
The lives these women led are part of an incredible story about 
courage in the face of oppression; about the challenges and 
triumphs of the battle for civil rights; and about speaking out 
for what you believe in--even when it feels like no one is 
listening.  
 

 
 

 
The Life of Stephen Lawrence by Verna Allette Wilkins  
 
Stephen Lawrence was a bright, athletic, young man with high 
hopes for the future. He lived in south-east London with his 
parents, younger brother and younger sister. On 22 April 1993, he 
was brutally murdered while he was waiting for the bus. He was 
eighteen years old. 
 
He didn't know his killers; his killers didn't know him. 
 
This is his story. He will be remembered. 
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One Crazy Summer by Rita Williams - Garcia  
 
 
In the summer of 1968, after travelling from Brooklyn to Oakland, 
California, to spend a month with the mother they barely know, 
eleven-year-old Delphine and her two younger sisters arrive to a 
cold welcome as they discover that their mother, a dedicated poet 
and printer, is resentful of the intrusion of their visit and wants 
them to attend a nearby Black Panther summer camp. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Knock Knock: My Dad’s Dream For Me by Daniel Beaty 
 
 
But what happens when, one day, that "knock knock" doesn't 
come? This powerful and inspiring book shows the love that an 
absent parent can leave behind, and the strength that children find 
in themselves as they grow up and follow their dreams. 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
The Mighty Miss Malone by Christopher Paul Curtis  
 
Deza is the smartest girl in her class in Gary, Indiana, singled out 
by teachers for a special path in life. But the Great Depression hit 
Gary hard, and there are no jobs for black men. When her beloved 
father leaves to find work, Deza, Mother, and her older brother 
Jimmie go in search of him, and end up in a Hooverville outside 
Flint, Michigan. Jimmie’s beautiful voice inspires him to leave the 
camp to be a performer, while Deza and Mother find a new home, 
and cling to the hope that they will find Father. 
 
The twists and turns of their story reveal the devastation of the 
Depression and prove that Deza truly is the Mighty Miss Malone. 
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The Lost Child by Caryl Phillips  
 
 
Caryl Phillips's The Lost Child is a sweeping story of orphans 
and outcasts, haunted by the past and fighting to liberate 
themselves from it. At its center is Monica Johnson - cut off from 
her parents after falling in love with a foreigner - and her bitter 
struggle to raise her sons in the shadow of the wild moors of the 
north of England. Phillips intertwines her modern narrative 
with the childhood of one of literature's most enigmatic lost 
boys, as he deftly conjures young Heathcliff, the anti-hero of 
Wuthering Heights, and his ragged existence before Mr. 
Earnshaw brought him home to his family. 

 
 
 

 
 

The Undefeated by Kwame Alexander and Kadir Nelson  
 
 
This poem is a love letter to black life in the United States. It 
highlights the unspeakable trauma of slavery, the faith and 
fire of the civil rights movement, and the grit, passion, and 
perseverance of some of the world's greatest heroes. The text is 
also peppered with references to the words of Martin Luther 
King, Jr., Langston Hughes, Gwendolyn Brooks, and others, 
offering deeper insights into the accomplishments of the past, 
while bringing attention to the endurance and spirit of those 
surviving and thriving in the present.  

 
 
 

 
 
 
Sea Prayer by Khaled Hosseini  
 
A short, powerful, illustrated book written by Khaled Hosseini 
in response to the current refugee crisis, Sea Prayer is 
composed in the form of a letter, from a father to his son, on the 
eve of their journey. Watching over his sleeping son, the father 
reflects on the dangerous sea-crossing that lies before them. It 
is also a vivid portrait of their life in Homs, Syria, before the 
war, and of that city's swift transformation from a home into a 
deadly war zone. 
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The Crossover by Kwame Alexander  

 

With a bolt of lightning on my kicks . . .The court is SIZZLING. 
My sweat is DRIZZLING. Stop all that quivering. Cuz tonight 
I'm delivering," announces dread-locked, 12-year old Josh 
Bell. He and his twin brother Jordan are awesome on the 
court. But Josh has more than basketball in his blood, he's got 
mad beats, too, that tell his family's story in verse, in this fast 
and furious middle grade novel of family and brotherhood. 

 
 

 
 

 
Apache by Tanya Landman  
 
After watching helplessly as Mexican raiders brutally murder her 
little brother, fourteen-year-old Siki is filled with a desire for 
vengeance and chooses to turn away from a woman's path to 
become a warrior of her Apache tribe. Though some men, like 
envious Keste, wish to see Siki fail, she passes test after test, and 
her skills grow under the guidance of her tribe's greatest warrior, 
Golahka. But Keste begins to whisper about Siki's father's 
dishonorable death, and even as Siki earns her place among the 
warriors, she senses a dark secret in her past — one that will throw 
into doubt everything she knows. Taking readers on a sweeping 
and suspenseful journey through the nineteenth-century American 
Southwest, Tanya Landman draws on historical accounts to 
imagine the Black Mountain Apache as a tribe in a fight for 
survival against the devastating progress of nations. 
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Refugee Boy by Benjamin Zephaniah  
 
 
Alem is on holiday with his father for a few days in London. He has 
never been out of Ethiopia before and is very excited. They have a 
great few days togther until one morning when Alem wakes up in 
the bed and breakfast they are staying at to find the unthinkable. 
His father has left him. It is only when the owner of the bed and 
breakfast hands him a letter that Alem is given an explanation. 
Alem's father admits that because of the political problems in 
Ethiopia both he and Alem's mother felt Alem would be safer in 
London - even though it is breaking their hearts to do this. Alem is 
now on his own, in the hands of the social services and the Refugee 

Council. He lives from letter to letter, waiting to hear from his father, and in particular about 
his mother, who has now gone missing.. 
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Year 9 and Beyond 
 
 

To Kill A Mockingbird by Harper Lee 

 
A lawyer's advice to his children as he defends the real mockingbird 
of Harper Lee's classic novel - a black man charged with the rape of 
a white girl. Through the young eyes of Scout and Jem Finch, 
Harper Lee explores with exuberant humour the irrationality of 
adult attitudes to race and class in the Deep South of the thirties. The 
conscience of a town steeped in prejudice, violence and hypocrisy is 
pricked by the stamina of one man's struggle for justice. But the 
weight of history will only tolerate so much. 
 
To Kill a Mockingbird is a coming-of-age story, an anti-racist novel, 
a historical drama of the Great Depression and a sublime example of 
the Southern writing tradition. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
The Hate You Give by Angie Thomas  
 
Sixteen-year-old Starr lives in two worlds: the poor neighbourhood 
where she was born and raised and her posh high school in the 
suburbs. The uneasy balance between them is shattered when Starr 
is the only witness to the fatal shooting of her unarmed best friend, 
Khalil, by a police officer. Now what Starr says could destroy her 
community. It could also get her killed. 

Inspired by the Black Lives Matter movement, this is a powerful 
and gripping novel about one girl's struggle for justice. 

 
 

 
The Rock and The River by Kekla Magoon  
 
For thirteen-year-old Sam it's not easy being the son of known civil rights 
activist Roland Childs. Especially when his older (and best friend), Stick, begins 
to drift away from him for no apparent reason. And then it happens: Sam finds 
something that changes everything forever. 
 
Sam has always had faith in his father, but when he finds literature about the 
Black Panthers under Stick's bed, he's not sure who to believe: his father or his 
best friend. Suddenly, nothing feels certain anymore. 
 
Sam wants to believe that his father is right: You can effect change without 
using violence. But as time goes on, Sam grows weary of standing by and 
watching as his friends and family suffer at the hands of racism in their own 
community. Sam beings to explore the Panthers with Stick, but soon he's 
involved in something far more serious -- and more dangerous -- than he could 
have ever predicted. Sam is faced with a difficult decision. Will he follow his 
father or his brother? His mind or his heart? The rock or the river? 
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The Bluest Eye by Toni Morrison 
 
The Bluest Eye is Toni Morrison's first novel, a book heralded for its 
richness of language and boldness of vision. Set in the author's 
girlhood hometown of Lorain, Ohio, it tells the story of black, eleven-
year-old Pecola Breedlove. Pecola prays for her eyes to turn blue so 
that she will be as beautiful and beloved as all the blond, blue-eyed 
children in America. In the autumn of 1941, the year the marigolds 
in the Breedloves' garden do not bloom. Pecola's life does change- in 
painful, devastating ways. 
What its vivid evocation of the fear and loneliness at the heart of a 
child's yearning, and the tragedy of its fulfilment.  

 
 

 
 

 
 

Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry by Mildred D. Taylor  
 
 
Why is the land so important to Cassie's family? It takes the events 
of one turbulent year—the year of the night riders and the burnings, 
the year a white girl humiliates Cassie in public simply because she's 
black—to show Cassie that having a place of their own is the Logan 
family's lifeblood. It is the land that gives the Logans their courage 
and pride—no matter how others may degrade them, the Logans 
possess something no one can take away.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
The Grey Storm by Lee Knafa  
 
Fresh out of military school and thrown into a war that he doesn’t 
fully understand, mixed race Wehrmacht officer Josef Herzog must 
quickly come to terms with the fact that in Hitler’s Germany, 
citizens’ rights are only skin-deep. After finding himself a target of 
the notorious SS, he is forced to fight a battle that transcends duty 
or glory, as he and his fellow members of the self-styled ‘War 
Council’ struggle to protect his freedom to exist in a country that 
has lost sight of its humanity. 
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Black Mamba Boy by Nadifa Mohamed  
 
A stunning novel set in 1930s Somalia spanning a decade of war 
and upheaval, all seen through the eyes of a small boy alone in the 
world. 
Jama is forced home to his native Somalia, the land of his nomadic 
ancestors. War is on the horizon and the fascist Italian forces who 
control parts of East Africa are preparing for battle. Yet Jama 
cannot rest until he discovers whether his father, who has been 
absent from his life since he was a baby, is alive somewhere. 
This story of one boy's long walk to freedom is also the story of 
how the Second World War affected Africa and its people; a story 
of displacement and family.  

 
 

 
 

 
 
The Dirty South by Alex Wheatle  
 
Brixton, 20 years after the race riots. Bricky teenager Dennis 
Huggins drifts into the easy, dangerous life of the shotta - or drug 
dealer - and discovers that, hard as the struggle for respect on the 
streets is, the struggle for love is harder still. 
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A Good Kind of Trouble by Lisa Moore Ramee  
 
Twelve-year-old Shayla is allergic to trouble. All she wants to 
do is to follow the rules.  
 
But in junior high, it’s like all the rules have changed. Now she’s 
suddenly questioning who her best friends are and some people 
at school are saying she’s not black enough. Wait, what? 
 
Shay’s sister, Hana, is involved in Black Lives Matter, but Shay 
doesn't think that's for her. After experiencing a powerful 
protest, though, Shay decides some rules are worth breaking. 
She starts wearing an armband to school in support of the 
Black Lives movement. Soon everyone is taking sides. And she 
is given an ultimatum. 

 
 

 
 
 
A Thousand Splendid Suns by Khaled Hosseini  
 
 
A Thousand Splendid Suns is a breath-taking story set against 
the volatile events of Afghanistan's last thirty years—from the 
Soviet invasion to the reign of the Taliban to post-Taliban 
rebuilding—that puts the violence, fear, hope, and faith of this 
country in intimate, human terms. It is a tale of two generations 
of characters brought jarringly together by the tragic sweep of 
war, where personal lives—the struggle to survive, raise a 
family, find happiness—are inextricable from the history 
playing out around them. 

 
 
 

Don’t Touch My Hair by Emma Dabiri  
 
Straightened. Stigmatised. 'Tamed'. Celebrated. Erased. 
Managed. Appropriated. Forever misunderstood. Black hair is 
never 'just hair'. 
 
This book is about why black hair matters. 
 
Emma Dabiri takes us from pre-colonial Africa, through the 
Harlem Renaissance, Black Power and on to today's Natural Hair 
Movement, the Cultural Appropriation Wars and beyond. We 
look at everything from hair capitalists like Madam C.J. Walker in 
the early 1900s to the rise of Shea Moisture today, from women's 
solidarity and friendship to 'black people time', forgotten African 
scholars and the dubious provenance of Kim Kardashian's braids. 
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Mature Reads  
 
 

 
 
 
Girl, Woman, Other by Bernadine Evaristo  
 
Teeming with life and crackling with energy — a love song to 
modern Britain and black womanhood 
 
Girl, Woman, Other follows the lives and struggles of twelve very 
different characters. Mostly women, black and British, they tell the 
stories of their families, friends and lovers, across the country and 
through the years. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Half of a Yellow Sun by Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie  
 
 
Epic, ambitious, and triumphantly realized, Half of a Yellow Sun is 
a remarkable novel about moral responsibility, about the end of 
colonialism, about ethnic allegiances, about class and race—and 
the ways in which love can complicate them all. Adichie brilliantly 
evokes the promise and the devastating disappointments that 
marked this time and place, bringing us one of the most powerful, 
dramatic, and intensely emotional pictures of modern Africa that 
we have ever had. 
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Small Island by Andrea Levy  
 
 
Hortense Joseph arrives in London from Jamaica in 1948 with her life 
in her suitcase, her heart broken, her resolve intact. Her husband, 
Gilbert Joseph, returns from the war expecting to be received as a 
hero, but finds his status as a black man in Britain to be second class. 
His white landlady, Queenie, raised as a farmer's daughter, befriends 
Gilbert, and later Hortense, with innocence and courage, until the 
unexpected arrival of her husband, Bernard, who returns from combat 
with issues of his own to resolve. 
 
Told in these four voices, Small Island is a courageous novel of tender 
emotion and sparkling wit, of crossings taken and passages lost, of 
shattering compassion and of reckless optimism in the face of 

insurmountable barriers---in short, an encapsulation of the immigrant's life. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Coming Home – and Other Stories by June Henfrey  
 
 
In settings ranging from slave times in Barbados to contemporary 
Britain, these are strong and moving portrayals of women 
attempting to define themselves in situations where power is 
determined by race and gender. 
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The Kite Runner by Khaled Hosseini  
 
The unforgettable, heart-breaking story of the unlikely friendship 
between a wealthy boy and the son of his father’s servant, The Kite 
Runner is a beautifully crafted novel set in a country that is in the 
process of being destroyed. It is about the power of reading, the price 
of betrayal, and the possibility of redemption; and an exploration of 
the power of fathers over sons—their love, their sacrifices, their lies. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
When They Call You a Terrorist: A Black Lives Matter Memoir  
 
A poetic and powerful memoir about what it means to be a Black 
woman in America—and the co-founding of a movement that 
demands justice for all in the land of the free. 

 
Condemned as terrorists and as a threat to America, these loving 
women founded a hashtag that birthed the movement to demand 
accountability from the authorities who continually turn a blind eye 
to the injustices inflicted upon people of Black and Brown skin. 

 
 
When They Call You a Terrorist is Patrisse Khan-Cullors and asha 
bandele’s reflection on humanity. It is an empowering account of 
survival, strength and resilience and a call to action to change the 
culture that declares innocent Black life expendable. 
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 What We Lose by Zinzi Clemmons  
 
From an author of rare, haunting power, a stunning novel about a 
young African-American woman coming of age—a deeply felt 
meditation on race, sex, family, and country 
 
Raised in Pennsylvania, Thandi views the world of her mother’s 
childhood in Johannesburg as both impossibly distant and ever 
present. She is an outsider wherever she goes, caught between being 
black and white, American and not. She tries to connect these 
dislocated pieces of her life, and as her mother succumbs to cancer, 
Thandi searches for an anchor—someone, or something, to love. 
 
In arresting and unsettling prose, we watch Thandi’s life unfold, from 
losing her mother and learning to live without the person who has 
most profoundly shaped her existence, to her own encounters with 
romance and unexpected motherhood. Through exquisite and 
emotional vignettes, Clemmons creates a stunning portrayal of what 

it means to choose to live, after loss. An elegiac distillation, at once intellectual and visceral, of a 
young woman’s understanding of absence and identity that spans continents and decades, 
What We Lose heralds the arrival of a virtuosic new voice in fiction.  

 
 
 

 

 
 
Small Great Things by Jodi Picoult  
 
Ruth Jefferson is a labor and delivery nurse at a Connecticut 
hospital with more than twenty years' experience. During her 
shift, Ruth begins a routine checkup on a newborn, only to be told 
a few minutes later that she's been reassigned to another patient. 
The parents are white supremacists and don't want Ruth, who is 
African American, to touch their child. The hospital complies with 
their request, but the next day, the baby goes into cardiac distress 
while Ruth is alone in the nursery. Does she obey orders or does 
she intervene? 
 
With incredible empathy, intelligence, and candor, Jodi Picoult 
tackles race, privilege, prejudice, justice, and compassion—and 
doesn't offer easy answers. Small Great Things is a remarkable 
achievement from a writer at the top of her game.  
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Brit(ish): On Race, Identity and Belonging by Afua Hirsch  
 
Where are you really from? 

You’re British. Your parents are British. You were raised in 

Britain. Your partner, your children and most of your friends are 

British. 

So why do people keep asking you where you are from? 

Brit(ish) is about a search for identity. It is about the everyday 

racism that plagues British society. It is about our awkward, 

troubled relationship with our history. It is about why liberal 

attempts to be ‘colour-blind’ have caused more problems than they 

have solved. It is about why we continue to avoid talking about 

race. 

 

 

Natives: Race and Class in the Ruins of Empire by Akala  

From the first time he was stopped and searched as a child, to the 
day he realised his mum was white, to his first encounters with 
racist teachers - race and class have shaped Akala's life and 
outlook. In this unique book he takes his own experiences and 
widens them out to look at the social, historical and political 
factors that have left us where we are today. 
 
Covering everything from the police, education and identity to 
politics, sexual objectification and the far right, Natives speaks 
directly to British denial and squeamishness when it comes to 
confronting issues of race and class that are at the heart of the 
legacy of Britain's racialised empire. 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Reading List To Promote Diversity and to Understand Black Lives Matter  

 
 
Black and British: A Forgotten History 
 
In Black and British, award-winning historian and 
broadcaster David Olusoga offers readers a rich and revealing 
exploration of the extraordinarily long relationship between 
the British Isles and the people of Africa. Drawing on new 
genetic and genealogical research, original records, expert 
testimony and contemporary interviews, Black and British 
reaches back to Roman Britain, the medieval imagination and 
Shakespeare's Othello. 
 
It reveals that behind the South Sea Bubble was Britain's 
global slave-trading empire and that much of the great 
industrial boom of the nineteenth century was built on 
American slavery. It shows that Black Britons fought at 
Trafalgar and in the trenches of the First World War. Black 
British history can be read in stately homes, street names, 
statues and memorials across Britain and is woven into the 
cultural and economic histories of the nation. 

 


