
The English 
Department

Psssst…make sure to stick around for 
the crime scene activity at the end. 

We need your help, Detective!



Welcome to the English Department

In the English Department, we aim to provide students with an inspirational, rigorous and personalised 
curriculum which develops their written and spoken literacy whilst also instilling in them a genuine love of 

literature. We create a safe and stimulating learning environment, encouraging students to be independent in 
their learning. We teach students transferable skills which are essential in other subjects and in life. We seek to 
empower all students by encouraging and nurturing creativity, confidence and identity through both the study 

of English Language and English Literature. Time is taken to secure a broad curriculum reflecting the 
experiences of people from different countries and times.

The Department secures consistently outstanding results at GCSE; the improvement in attainment over recent 
years has been dramatic. We seek to maximise all students’ potential exceeding that which is expected of them.

English
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KS3

Welcome to Key Stage 3 English; a challenging, diverse and engaging curriculum which incorporates texts and 
writers from all over the world. As a department, we are constantly reviewing and improving our curriculum to 
ensure it challenges and inspires our students. Students develop a range of skills in reading, writing and 
speaking and listening, engaging with stimulating texts, tasks and ideas. We incorporate regularly assessment 
and monitoring so that we can celebrate exceptional achievement and ensure that we support students in their 
areas of difficulty. Lessons are planned to be engaging and challenging, encouraging students to become 
increasingly confident and reflective learners. A focus on improving skills across the key stage ensures clear 
progression between units and prepares pupils for the necessary skills required at GCSE.

All KS3 classes have a dedicated reading lesson once a week where pupils have the opportunity to read and 
discuss a set text with the class. These lessons encourage pupils to develop their voices as active readers, their 
inference skills and their ability to respond critically to a text. These skills are essential at both KS3 and KS4 and 
in later life.
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KS4
In KS4 all students study two GCSEs: English Language and English Literature. These qualifications have been 
designed to be fully co-teachable and have a strong focus on a skills based approach. Our students’ progress 
greatly exceeds national expectations from KS2 to GCSE. Students are supported throughout the course by their 
teachers and are monitored by post-holders in the Department. Revision and intervention classes are run at 
certain points throughout the year to support students in their learning and their preparation for the 
examinations in these important qualifications.

Here are some of the texts that we study:

English



KS5
The journey doesn’t stop at GCSE!

We currently offer two exciting and challenging English A-Levels:

English

A Level English Language and Literature

If you love to read and work independently or 
within a team and enjoy discussion and 
debate, our English Combined A-Level may be 
a fantastic option for you. English Language 
and Literature allows you to explore 
fascinating topics through both fiction and 
non-fiction texts. Our course allows you to 
develop your critical analysis skills and 
develop your own creative writing allowing 
refection on your own style.

A Level English Literature

English Literature is a rigorous, stimulating and 
challenging qualification which allows 
freedom of textual choice and includes 
elements of independent study. The freedom 
within the non-exam assessment component 
allows learners to pursue more detailed work 
in a field of particular personal interest, 
offering excellent preparation for study at 
undergraduate level. 



Creative Writing Club
The English department is running a creative writing club for all KS3 students. The group allows pupils to 
develop their own creative style and challenge themselves in the process, stretching their vocabulary and 
their ability to articulate their ideas. 

Poetry and Creative Writing Competitions
Throughout the year, we offer students the chance to enter a range of national creative writing 
competitions. We have been fortunate enough to even have some of the submissions published in 
anthologies and collections of creative writing.

Debate Club
For the past five years, the English department have run a debate club that gives pupils the opportunity 
to practice and refine their debating skills and tackle issues and current affairs.

Theatre Trips
The English department run trips to the theatre both locally and in central London throughout the year 
for students in all key stages.

Extra-curricular
Below are just some examples of the extra-curricular 
clubs we run in the English Department. If there is a 
club you’d like to see, let us know and we’ll get it up 

and running!



Good evening Detective,

Here’s what we know so far:
1. The victim was badly injured and has been taken to hospital
2. No money or jewellery was taken from the crime scene, does 

that not seem a bit odd?
3. The victim was carrying the prototype iPhone 13 at the time of 

the robbery, which has not been recovered from the crime 
scene- we assume it has been stolen!

VICTIM PROFILE
NAME: STEPHANIE BERRY
AGE: UNKNOWN
JOB: IS A SOFTWARE DEVELOPER AT APPLE

OTHER INFORMATION:
-Earlier in the day, while  on the phone, Ms Berry caused an accident in which a young skateboarder was 
injured
-Mrs Berry has also written an article in a national newspaper criticising those who work for Samsung
-She is recently divorced



The 
Suspects:



The 
Crime 
Scene:

coffee cup

skid marks

Gothic 
literature

money

jewellery

dentist appointment 
reminder



DETECTIVE_______________

Detective _______________________‘s case file

CLUES:

SUMMARY OF 
THE CRIME 

SCENE:

FINAL JUDGEMENT:

In full sentences, 
summarise your findings 

and, using the clues, 
explain who you think the 

culprit is!

Make a list of the 
clues. Try to put them 
order of importance.

Describe the crime 
scene. What do you 
think has happened?

The Case File:
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