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INTRODUCTION 
 
In the Spring Term you will be making your choices for your KS4 pathway. At this stage, the curriculum will still be broad 
so that you can continue to extend your knowledge and skills in a central core of subjects while beginning to make choices 
in other areas based on your own abilities and preferences. This curriculum will ensure that as many opportunities as 
possible remain open to you, both for further study, at school and in higher education, and for your future career. 
 

The GCSE curriculum at The Warren School combines a core of compulsory subjects – English Language, English Literature, 
Mathematics and Science – in the Option Form Table 1, you will have to choose one of the Modern Foreign Languages, in 
the Table 2, you will have to choose to study either History or Geography and in the Table 3 you will choose a further two 
courses. 
 

It is important that your workload is manageable to allow you to continue to pursue other interests. 
 

At this time in your school career, it is important that you keep as many options open as possible, and you should bear 
the A Level curriculum in mind where you will select 3 or 4 subjects. You should not be too quick to see yourself as a 
‘scientist’ or a ‘humanities’ student, as combinations of these subjects will be encouraged right up to A Level, and 
universities will be looking for students with breadth as well as depth in their choice of subjects. In making your choices 
listen to your parents, teachers and friends, but remember: 
 

Making your choice 
 

• Your choice should be based on: 

• What is available; 

• What you enjoy; 

• What you are good at; and, 

• What you might need for future study and careers. 

You might have difficulty deciding which subjects to choose and be reluctant to opt for one course at the expense of 
another. It is therefore important to check which can be studied in the Sixth Form without a GCSE background and which 
cannot. Where the GCSE is a requirement for A Level, a pass at grade 5 is expected. There is often the chance to pick up 
subjects at a later stage during further and higher education. 
 

First, look into the content of the course. A summary of each course can be found in this booklet. Make sure that it 
matches up with your abilities and interests and, if necessary, talk to other students in Years 10 and 11. 
 

Your interest must be in the subject itself, not the teacher. A poor reason for choosing a subject would be just because 
you like your teacher, since it is possible that a different member of staff would teach you next year. A more positive 
indicator would be that you are successful in the subject, can cope competently with its demands and enjoy the lessons. 
Unfortunately we are not always good at the things we like and sometimes do not like the things at which we are good. 
 

Some careers need certain subjects. If you have a particular career in mind you can find out what is required by researching 
that career path. For more information or advice you should consult your form teacher. By the end of Year 11, you might 
have very different aspirations. Fortunately the core subjects will help you to keep your options open. 
 

Recommendations could be important. Your parents will have views and there are certainly advantages in listening to 
their advice. Your teachers will know your strengths and weaknesses, how you cope under pressure and how well you are 
likely to perform. Your friends, too, may try to persuade you to follow their course but you must make a decision according 
to your needs.p 
 

Remember: it has to be your choice, your work, your results. 
 

So listen to advice, think about it seriously and then choose your own examination courses. 
 

Ms J Ashe 
Headteacher 
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Key Stage 4 Study Programme 2022-2024 
 
Name: ______________________________________  Tutor Group: __________ 
 

A – Compulsory Subjects at GCSE 
All students will study: 

• English Language 

• English Literature 

• Mathematics 

• Combined Science (this will be a Double GCSE Award) 

• Physical Education (this is not an examination course) 

• Religious Education 

 
B – Optional Subjects 
You must pick one subject from Table 1, one subject from Table 2 and two subjects from Table 3. 
We strongly advise that students take a creative subject 

TABLE 1 TABLE 2 TABLE 3 

French  
Spanish  
 
 
 
 
 

History 
Geography  
 
 
 

Art 
Choose one from: 

1. Art and Design  
2. Textiles 

Business Studies 
Computer Science 
Design Technology 
Drama 
Engineering 
French  

Geography 
History  
Media Studies 
Music 
Photography 
Physical Education 
Psychology 
Triple Science (Biology, Chemistry and Physics) 
Sociology 
Spanish 

 

You can ONLY choose one Art subject. 
 
Please write down your chosen subjects below. 

Table 1: 
 

Table 2: 
 

Table 3 (1): 
 

Table 3 (2): 
 

Reserve Choice 1 (From Table 3): 
 

Reserve Choice 2 (From Table 3): 
 

 
 

____________________________________________       ____________________________________________ 
Student’s Signature           Parent’s Signature 
 

You will be informed of your courses towards the end of the Summer Term. 
NB: Students will be selected for separate GCSEs in Biology, Chemistry and Physics by the Curriculum Team Leader 

depending on your assessment levels in English, Maths and Science. 
Please return the completed form to your Tutor by Monday 28th March 2022 
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IMPORTANT DATES FOR CHOICES 2022 
 

Wednesday 13th January 
 

A letter is sent to parents to inform them of the progress of the Year 9 Options process.  

 
Thursday 10th February 
 

Year 9 Parents’ Evening. 
The Year 9 course choices booklet is given out. 

 
Monday 28th February – Friday 18th March 

 

Each Tuesday at assembly heads of departments will address the students on subjects that they may not as yet have 
experienced. 
Taster lessons are offered to the students at lunch time or after school. A timetable of the taster lessons will be attached 
to the letter and sent on Monday 24th February. They may need to sign up for some of the taster lessons. 
PM registration: Individual discussion to take place between the tutees and the tutor.  
Students will be given stickers as reminders of their parental interviews to put in their diary. 

 
Monday 28th March 
 

Students return their form for choices. 

 
Thursday 31st March 

 

Deadline for option changes; however, if courses are full then students will be placed on a waiting list. 

 
Week beginning Monday 9th May  
 

Option interviews scheduled during this week with selected students with SLT/ ATLs  
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COMPULSORY CORE SUBJECTS 
 

Subject:   English Language 
 

Examination Level:   GCSE 
 

Examination board:  AQA 
 

Examination Value:   100% 
 

Controlled Assessment:  Speaking and listening assessment (non-weighted) 
 

Examination Structure:   Paper 1: Explorations in Creative Reading and Writing 
Students will read one extract and answer four questions related to the fictional extract. 
Students will then need to write a creative response using either descriptive writing or 
narrative writing. 

 

Paper 2: Writers' Viewpoints and Perspectives 
Students will read one non-fiction text and one literary non-fiction text and then answer 
four questions which focus on language and comparison. Students will then need to 
write to present a viewpoint, for example through a letter, article or speech. 

 
Students Study: 
 

All students will study English language as part of the compulsory core. The course aims to enhance students’ appreciation 
and understanding of written texts, simultaneously developing reading, writing and speaking and listening skills. 
Examinations will require students to analyse non-fiction texts and test their reading and writing skills in a range of 
contexts.  
 
Ways in which parents can support their children: 
 

• Encourage your child to read a range of non-fiction texts, e.g. newspaper, magazine or internet articles, 
newsletters, reviews, reports, letters (both formal and informal) and leaflets  

• Encourage your child to read for pleasure; this will increase imaginative descriptive and narrative writing skills  

• Encourage your child to look up new vocabulary and check spellings using a dictionary. Also use a thesaurus to 
find a range of interesting words. Redrafting homework and classwork is also very useful  

Career Value 
 

The skills of reading, writing, speaking and listening are requirements for any further course of study. They are relevant 
to any career, as well as being essential skills in life.  
 
Pathways after Year 11 
 

A2 levels in: 

• English language and literature 

• English literature 

• Media studies 

• Film studies 
 

English as an Additional Language  
For some students who do not have English as their first language, the EAL department will provide supplementary lessons 
which will help them improve their English skills. These lessons will support the development of their use of English, build 
their confidence and provide a strong foundation from which they can access all areas of the curriculum. 
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Subject:   English Literature 
 
Examination Level:   GCSE 
 

Examination board:   AQA 
 

Examination Value:  100% 
 

Controlled Assessment:  None 
 

Examination Structure:   Paper 1: Shakespeare and the 19th Century Novel 
Written exam: students will answer one question on the Shakespeare text studied and 
one question on the 19th century novel studied. 
40% of GCSE 

 

Paper 2: Modern Texts and Poetry 
Written exam: students will answer one question on the modern text studied, one 
question on the cluster of poems studied from the past and present: Poetry Anthology 
and two questions on unseen poetry 
60% of GCSE 

 
Students Study: 
 
All students will study English literature as part of the compulsory core. The course aims to foster an enjoyment of reading 
as well as develop students’ written response to a range of texts. Students will be examined on their understanding and 
appreciation of a range of prose and drama texts. This will include texts from different periods.  
 
Ways in which parents can support their children: 
 

• Encourage students to read the set texts at least twice in their own time 

• Encourage students to watch different versions of the texts they have studied  

• Encourage students to read a range of poetry   

• Encourage students to read beyond set texts and develop opinions about writers’ stylistic choices, e.g. how they 
structure novels, plays and poetry 

 
Career Value 
 
The study of a range of literature will provide students with an appreciation of English literary heritage and an 
understanding of how writing is a product of the context in which it was written; it will also aid their emotional maturity 
by enabling them to discuss, interpret, analyse and evaluate content. English literature is an essential requirement for any 
further course of study in English.  
 
Pathways after Year 11 
 
A2 levels in: 

• English language and literature 

• English literature 

• Media studies 

• Film studies 
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Subject:    Mathematics 
 

Examination Level:   GCSE 
 

Examination Group:  EDEXCEL 
 

Examination Value:   100% 
 

Examination Structure:  Linear – Paper 1 Non Calculator, Paper 2 and 3 Calculator (all equally weighted)  
1 hour 30 minutes each 

 

Controlled Assessment:  None 
 

Students Study 
Mathematics is a continuous learning process from the time students begin to count until you become very old. You will 
follow the National Curriculum which will encourage you to increase your knowledge and understanding of the work that 
you have already covered, as well as being introduced to many new ideas. 
 

This course will cover a wide range of basic mathematical concepts allowing students to develop skills and knowledge in:  
 

• Number 

• Ratio and Proportion 

• Algebra 

• Shape, Space and Measure 

• Probability 

• Statistics 
 

Throughout the course students will be given ample opportunity to develop key skills in the application of number, ICT, 
problem solving and teamwork.  
 

How you will be assessed 
In Year 9, all pupils will be following the Linear GCSE Mathematics which they will complete in year 11. There will be an 
internal examination at the end of Year 9 and Year 10 which will be used to assess progress across the year. The three 
final external exams in June 2023 carry equal weight, and will be the sole factor determining the grade of students, there 
is no coursework. 
All candidates will be entered for Edexcel GCSE Linear Mathematics Specification, either at Higher Tier (Grades 9-3 and U) 
or Foundation Tier (Grades 5-1 and U). It is anticipated that the vast majority of our candidates will be entered for the 
Higher Tier.  
Following the internal exam in June of Year 9, decisions will be made about which pupils should continue on the Higher 
Tier, and which should take Foundation Tier and pupils will be allocated to different sets in Year 10 accordingly. 
 

Career Value  
Mathematics is a core subject providing skills which are used in every job you do in the future. It requires you to be 
methodical, organised, accurate and logical. Mathematics also provides access to a wide range of careers and is essential 
for further education beyond Year 13. 
 

Main Textbook used 
Edexcel GCSE (9-1) Mathematics higher and foundation 
 

Ways in which parents can help their children: 

• By encouraging your child to make good use of all available resources on ‘Corbett maths’ and ‘Maths watch’ to 

maximise their potential 

• By monitoring/checking your child is completing homework set, on time 

• By ensuring regular revision is carried out by your child on topics taught in class 

• By ensuring that mathematical equipment (protractor, setsquare, compasses, ruler, pencil, rubber and calculator) 

are provided and brought to all Mathematics lessons  
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Subject:    Science (Combined) 
 

Examination Level:  GCSE – Combined Trilogy (Double Award) 
 

Examination Group:  AQA 
 

Examination Value:  100%   
 

Examination Structure:  Linear- end of Year 11 (6 papers – two biology, chemistry and physics). 
 

Controlled Assessment:  No controlled assessment – replaced by practical competences 
 

 
Students Study: 
 

Science is an interesting and valuable subject which is of particular relevance in today's world. Through the exploration 
and study of science, students will:  
 

• Develop their interest in and enthusiasm for Science  

• Develop a critical approach to scientific evidence and methods  

• Acquire and apply skills, knowledge and understanding of how science works and its essential role in society 
and necessity for progression of further learning 

 

The course covers all the main components of Biology, Chemistry, Physics and How Science Works as stipulated by 
the National Curriculum.  
 

Particular emphasis is placed on developing an appreciation of the methods of scientific enquiry. Students will be 
asked to make predictions, form hypotheses, plan and carry out investigations as well as evaluate and interpret 
their work, relating to scientific ideas.  
 
Main textbook used: 
 

Combined Science Trilogy 1 and 2 (Hodder Education) 
More information about the course can be found on: www.aqa.org.uk  
 
How you will be assessed 
 

Students will be tested with six exam papers which will include two biology, two chemistry and two physics papers. Each 
exam will be 1 hour and 15 minutes long and will be equally weighted (16.7% each). Students will be completing either 
the Higher or Foundation tier papers.  
 
Exam papers will consist of multiple choice, structured, closed short answer and open response questions.  
 
There is no coursework. Students will be completing 21 required practicals and will be tested on their understanding of 
practical skills and techniques.  
 

Career Value  
 

Science is a core subject - all students study science up to the age of 16. It is recognised by the Government and 
employers alike to be very important. It encourages a disciplined and logical approach to problem solving as well 
as skills such as accuracy in observation and measurement, effective communication, data analysis and literature 
searches.  
 

It is a required qualification for entry into a number of professions including the Armed Services, Hairdressing, 
Engineering, Technical Services, Medicine (human and animal) and any laboratory work. In addition, it is essential 
for those considering Advanced level studies in any of the Sciences. 

 
 

http://www.aqa.org.uk/
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Subject:   Core Physical Education 
 
(Non-Examined) 
 
Students will have a choice of activities to follow. This enables them to extend their skills and knowledge gained 
in the lower years and also have the opportunity to focus in depth on two activities in which they have an interest.  
 

 
 
Subject:   Religious Education  
 
In Year 9 students begin studying for their Religious Education GCSE which is continued into Year 10 with the final 
examinations being taken in Year 11. 
 
See Page 27 for more details. 
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COURSE CHOICES 
 

Subject:   Art and Design 
 
Examination Level:  GCSE 
 

Examination Group:  AQA 
 

Examination Value:   40% Practical Exam 
 

Coursework:   60% 
 

Coursework Structure: An end of coursework examination paper is given out in January to enable students to 
prepare. The practical exam lasts 10 hours (2 school days) and is worth 40% of the final 
grade. 

 

Coursework Structure:  Students work on 1 unit of coursework. The coursework is divided into 3 projects; 
‘Contrasts in a Room,’ ‘Alternative Portrait’ and a mock exam title. The coursework counts 
as 60% of the final grade. 

 
 
 
Students Study: 
The coursework (Unit 1) counts as 60% of the entire GCSE grade.  Students work on a theme given as a response to previous 
exam titles. In Year 11 students continue to work on their mock exam title and sit a 5 hour mock in December. 
The practical exam (Unit 2) will be set by Edquas (WJEC) and sent to the school in January so that students have 
time to research and develop their ideas.  
The art course allows students to experiment with a wide range of traditional and contemporary materials, 
techniques and processes. Students will gain experience in any of the following: painting, drawing, printing, 
sculpture, clay, installation, photography, digital manipulation, animation, collage and stencilling. Students will 
gather ideas from a wide range of sources such as artists, designers, photographers, illustrators, animators, 
architects, film directors as well as the world around them during organised trips. Students will use their findings 
to facilitate imaginative and exciting outcomes. 
 
Career Value: 
Gaining a GCSE in Art and Design will enable students to progress onto other higher courses at A Level. These 
include; Art and Design, Fashion and Textile Design and Photography. 
An A Level in any of these qualifications will help prepare students for courses in further education as well as 
internships or work experience in the art, design or fashion industries. At University students would be fully 
prepared for careers in architecture, advertising, graphic and product design, fashion design, textiles design, the 
arts sector, photographic journalism, fashion photography, illustration, animation, film and theatre costume, film 
and theatre special effects, set design and the media. 
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Subject:    Business Studies  
 
Examination Level:                GCSE 
 
Examination Group:             EDEXCEL 
 
Examination Value:                100% 
 
Examination Structure:  Two examination papers which are both 1hr 30mins and each worth 50% of the  

course     –    Both set at the end of Year 11 
 
 
Students Study: 
 
Throughout the course, students may use computers for Word Processing, Excel, Graphics and Research as appropriate 
within the business contexts set. The course should encourage students to be inspired, moved and challenged by following 
a broad, coherent, satisfying and worthwhile course of study and gain an insight into related sectors.  Business studies 
enable students to: 
 

• Actively engage in the study of business and economics to develop as effective and independent students and as 
critical and reflective thinkers with enquiring minds; 

• Use an enquiring, critical approach to distinguish facts and opinions, to build arguments and make informed 
judgements; 

• Develop and apply their knowledge, understanding and skills to contemporary issues in a range of local, national 
and global contexts; 

• Appreciate the range of perspectives of different stakeholders in relation to business and economic activities; 

• Consider the extent to which business and economic activity can be ethical and sustainable. 
 
Career Value  
 
Business Studies prepares students for the world of work. It is a subject valued by employers because it provides 
knowledge of business activity and encourages skills which are needed in many occupations such as Finance, Marketing, 
Human Resources Sales, Merchandising and Distribution. 
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Subject:    Computer Science  
 
Examination Level:                GCSE 
 
Examination Group:             EDEXCEL 
 
Examination Value:                100% 
 
Examination Structure:  Two examination 
     Paper 1: 1 hour and 20 minutes equivalent to 50% of the GCSE   

Paper 2: 2 hours equivalent to 50% of the GCSE.    
 
Students Study: 
 
Students should engage with a broad range of activities to enable them to learn to program to the standard required for 
this qualification. Mastering programming involves much more than simply learning the syntax/semantics of a 
programming language. It also involves learning strategies for problem solving, embracing mistakes as opportunities to 
learn, mastering a few simple tools and working together with others to achieve goals. 
 
Paper 1 Topics 

• Topic 1: Computational thinking – understanding of what algorithms are, what they are used for and how they 
work; ability to follow, amend and write algorithms; ability to construct truth tables. 

• Topic 2: Data – understanding of binary, data representation, data storage and compression. 

• Topic 3: Computers – understanding of hardware and software components of computer systems and 
characteristics of programming languages. 

 
Paper 2 Topics: 

• Understanding what algorithms are, what they are used for and how they work in relation to creating programs 

• Understanding how to decompose and analyse problems 

• Ability to read, write, refine and evaluate programs. 
 
Career Value  
 
The number of students studying computer sciences at high school and university has increased. The figures by OKdo 
show that over 79,964 students sat the GCSE computing course in 2021 compared to the 78,459 in 2020.  In 2014, there 
were only 16,773 students that took the course. With over 11,000 jobs across the UK referencing computer science skills 
and qualifications and an average salary of £53,857, it’s no wonder the subject is growing incredibly. 
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Subject:    Design Technology 
 
Examination Level:   GCSE 
 

Examination Group:   AQA (8552) 
 

Examination Value:   50% 
 

Examination Structure:   One 2 hour exam 
 

Controlled Assessment Value:  50% 
 

Controlled Assessment Structure: One task where students produce a design portfolio that demonstrates the 
design process, leading to the production of a final product. 

 
Students Study: 
Component 1 – Theory. 
Students will study a range of design, manufacturing and environmental issues required to produce successful products, 
both in the school workshop and commercially. Students will develop their understanding of a range of core and 
specialist skills. These include: 

• new and emerging technologies 

• energy generation and storage 

• developments in new materials 

• systems approach to designing 

• mechanical devices 

• materials and their working properties 

• selection of materials or components 

• forces and stresses 

• ecological and social footprint 

• using and working with materials 

• scales of production 

• specialist techniques and processes 

• surface treatments and finishes 

Students will develop these skills and knowledge through a variety of project based activities. The application of 

Scientific and Mathematical principles will be a feature of this course. 

Component 2 – Controlled Assessment 

Students have the opportunity to apply the theoretical knowledge and skills they have acquired when completing their 

Design and Manufacture controlled assessment task. A theme will be set by the exam board which students will solve. 

They will complete the following activities: 

• Identify, investigate and outline design proposals  (20%) 

• Design and make prototypes that are fit for purpose  (60%) 

• Analyse and evaluate      (20%) 

 

Students will access our outstanding facilities to design and manufacture their solution using traditional hand skills, and 
modern Computer Aided Design and Computer Aided Manufacturing skills. 
 
Career Value 
This course is ideal for students who enjoy, and have a flair for, designing and making artefacts. This course will be 
perfect for those who would like to continue to study design or engineering in the Sixth Form and beyond. This course 
will provide a good understanding for careers in all fields of design (such as product design or industrial design) and 
engineering (such as design engineering or architecture). This course also provides students with many transferable 
skills which can be applied to many different careers or job roles. 
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Subject:   Drama 

 
Examination Level:  GCSE 
 

Examination Group:  EDUQAS  
 

Examination Structure:  Unit One Devised Practical Performance  40% 
    Unit Two Performance from a Text   20% 
    Unit Three Written Examination   40% 
 

Controlled Assessment:  Unit One     
 
Students Study: 
This GCSE specification in drama is assessed through a combination of practical performances and written work. Practical 
work develops both acting and technical skills and knowledge. Students have the opportunity to devise and perform 
different pieces of drama by working as an individual and in groups. Students also study dramatic texts and extracts 
learning about different genres and drama practitioners along the way. Students attend live theatre and also produce 
written reports analysing and evaluating their own and others’ performances.  
 
Following a course in GCSE drama will enable students to:  

• actively engage in the process of dramatic study in order to develop as effective and independent learners and 
as critical and reflective thinkers with enquiring minds 

• work imaginatively and creatively in collaborative contexts, generating, developing and communicating ideas 

• reflect on and evaluate their own work and the work of others 

• develop and demonstrate competence in a range of practical, creative and performance skills 

• develop a basis for their future role as active citizens in employment and society in general as well as for the 
possible further study of drama 

• consider and explore the impact of social, historical and cultural influences on drama texts and activities 
 
Summary of Assessment 

UNIT ONE: Devised Practical Performance (40%) Internal Assessment  

TASK ONE –Devised Performance  
Candidates will devise a practical performance based on a theme, linked with a practitioner or genre. Candidates may 
choose either acting or a technical theatre design skill. 
TASK TWO –Portfolio  
Candidates will complete portfolio of supporting evidence of their devised process. 
TASK THREE –Evaluation  
Candidates will complete an evaluation of their devised piece. 
UNIT TWO: Performance from a Text (20%) External Assessment  

Candidates will be assessed on either their acting or a theatre design skill, in a scene from a published play. Candidates 
to work in groups of between 2 to 4 members;  

UNIT THREE: Written Examination (40%) Written Paper: 1½ hours  

Candidates will be assessed on their ability to analyse one set text as an actor, designer and director and review a piece 
of live theatre that they will have seen during the course.  

 
Career Value: 
GCSE drama develops students as creative and analytical learners. The new GCSE develops a range of transferable 
skills as well as an exploration of themes, issues, styles, practitioners, and develops a strong sense of the dramatic 
in preparation for A Level. In addition, the course would be a good foundation for courses and careers related to 
art, media, film studies, sociology, English literature and language.  
If you have any further questions to ask about this course Ms Hemlall will be pleased to answer them. 
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Subject:     Engineering 
 

Examination Level:   BTEC 
 

Examination Group:   TECH Award in Engineering 
 

Examination Structure:   One 2 hour practical exam 
     One 1½ hour design exam 
 

Controlled Assessment Value:  40% 
 

Controlled Assessment Structure: Students respond to a brief set by the exam board. They produce a portfolio of 
evidence (reports and practical work). 

 

Students Study: 
 
Students will study a range of manufacturing, engineering and environmental issues required to produce successful 
products. Students will develop their understanding of a range of fundamental engineering principles. The application of 
Scientific and Mathematical principles will feature heavily on this course. Themes students will focus on are: 

• Engineering materials 

o Students will gain an understanding in the uses and properties of various metals, polymers and composite 

materials. Benefits and limitations of each material, and the factors that designers and Engineers consider 

when selecting materials are covered. 

• Engineering manufacturing processes 

o A range of skills and processes will be taught in our well-equipped workshops. Manual machining 

processes such as milling, drilling and turning are complimented by more advanced techniques such as 

laser cutting, 3D printing and CNC machining. How materials can be treated and finished to improve their 

performance. 

• Systems 

o A range of systems are investigated; mechanical, electrical, structural and pneumatic. How these systems 

operate and can be controlled are also discussed. 

• Testing and investigation 

o It is essential that Engineers can predict how their designs will perform before they are manufactured. 

Various methods are covered including using CAD, as well as looking at how mathematical and scientific 

principles can be applied to theoretical models. 

• Modern technologies 

o Sustainability and environmental issues are considered, and how the use of modern technology and 

materials can not only improve the function of a product, but also reduce a product’s environmental 

impact. 

• Practical engineering skills 

o This theme underpins, and brings together everything on this course. Through practical work, students 

are able to demonstrate planning, manufacturing, drawing and evaluation skills. 
 

Students will develop these skills and knowledge through a variety of project based activities. As well as demonstrating 
these skills through their Controlled Assessment task. 
 

Career Value 
This course is ideal for students who enjoy, and have a flair for, making artefacts particularly from metals and plastics. 
This course will be perfect for those who would like to continue to study engineering or design in the Sixth Form and 
beyond. This course will provide an excellent basis for careers in all fields of engineering (such as mechanical or 
automotive engineering) or design (such as industrial design or engineering design). This course also provides students 
with many transferable skills which can be applied to many different careers or job roles. 
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Subject:   French 

 
Examination Level:  GCSE 
 

Examination Group:  AQA 
 

Examination Value:  Listening (25%) 
    Reading (25%) 
    Speaking (25%) 
    Writing (25%) 
 

Examination Structure:  Listening and understanding  (25%) Externally assessed 
Reading and understanding  (25%) Externally assessed 

    Speaking    (25%) Externally assessed 
Writing     (25%) Externally assessed 

 

Students Study: 
 

The GCSE course aims to enable students to develop an understanding of the language chosen in a variety of 
contexts, through the acquisition of relevant skills, grammar, structures and vocabulary. Students will benefit from 
the development of transferable language learning skills and the ability of communicating in a foreign language. 
They will also develop an awareness and understanding of the countries and communities where the language 
chosen is spoken. The emphasis is on communication in the language chosen through speaking, listening, reading 
and writing. Students will develop practical skills for use in specific circumstances. The units of work are topic based 
and they cover areas such as personal identity, school, leisure, eating out, holidays, work, environment, healthy 
lifestyles and future plans. Students will work using audio recordings, books, real documentation from the countries 
where the language is spoken, magazines, videos and the Internet. Extracurricular activities are also organised in 
Year 11 in order to improve linguistic competence and to develop cultural insight.  
 
Career Value  

Foreign language skills are desirable and useful in a wide range of careers. As well as increasing employability, they 
broaden the range and variety of accessible careers. There is a great demand in the workplace for people who can 
speak languages other than English. Statistically language graduates have lower rates of unemployment than 
graduates in the great majority of other subjects. Employers are waking up to the need to recruit people with 
languages - and not just the obvious ones either. Community languages such as Arabic, Urdu, Punjabi, Bengali and 
many more are increasingly being required too. Rest assured if you choose languages your skills will be in high 
demand. Speaking another language is a concrete and demonstrable skill. Learning a language teaches people all 
sorts of other valuable things too which they will find invaluable later in the world of work. Using language to 
persuade, argue or explain, preparing presentations, putting text in different forms for different audiences, putting 
ideas across clearly - all these are vital skills for the workplace, whatever language they operate in. Learning how to 
interact with speakers of other languages can help to see things from a range of perspectives, making you more 
adaptable, creative, and insightful. The ability to operate cross-culturally is becoming just as much valued by 
employers as straight language skills. Many types of employers seek employees with multilingual capabilities, 
examples include: multiple government agencies, travel industry, engineering, educational field, international law, 
public policy and advertising. Knowledge of a second language opens doors to additional employment opportunities, 
increased chances of a higher salary, and sets a potential employee apart from others competing for the same job. 
 
If you would like to be entered for an examination in a language other than the one you study at school, see Mr 
Picazo for further details. 
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The Warren School Study Programme 2022-2024 

Subject:   Geography 
 
Examination Level:   GCSE 
 

Examination Group:   AQA 
 

Examination Value:   100% 
 

Examination Structure:   Three Written Papers: 
1. Paper 1: Living with the physical environment  (1hr 30mins) 
2. Paper 2: Challenges in the human environment  (1hr 30mins) 
3. Paper 3: Geographical applications   (1hr 15mins) 

Students Study: 

A good Geography student will have a wide interest in every aspect of the world around them. The AQA specification is 
engaging and relevant to today’s geographers – a qualification that enables students to explore the world, the issues it 
faces and their own place in it, and to help prepare them to succeed in their chosen pathway. 

They will study the interaction of physical and human factors. Students will learn skills in the analysis of complex 
patterns, determining the causes of events and management of the consequences. They will learn about places at local, 
national, and international levels. 

The course provides information in a wide variety of forms from written statements and graphs to maps and diagrams. 
The titles of the 3 course modules are: 

• Living with the physical environment – The challenge of natural hazards; The living world; Physical landscapes in 
the UK; Geographical skills 

• Challenges in the human environment – Urban issues and challenges; The changing economic world; The 
challenge of resource management; Geographical skills 

• Geographical applications – Issue evaluation; Fieldwork; Geographical skills 

Geography as a subject depends upon the real world. Much of the Geographical applications paper will be related to 
studies done outside school which is supported by a number of field trips throughout the course. By the end of the 
course students should be skilled in interpreting data about global issues and society around them. 

Career Value 
A good grade in Geography indicates to an employer that a student has a wide knowledge of places in the world and an 
ability to handle information. Geography provides students with a diverse range of cross curricular skills and is 
statistically the most employable subject in the workplace with most professions recognising Geography as a valued 
subject. 
 
Geography is applicable to careers like: 
Tourism, Journalism, Engineering, Teaching, Law, Economics, Architecture, Planning, Surveying, Accountancy, Civil 
Service, Sales, Personnel, Transport, Merchant Banking, Commodity Broking, Insurance, Travel Agency, Management 
Consultancy, Environmental Work, Meteorology, Development Work and many more. 
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The Warren School Study Programme 2022-2024 

Subject:   History 
 
Examination Level:  GCSE 
 

Examination Group:  EDEXCEL 
 

Examination Value:  100% 
 

Examination Structure:  Three Exam Papers.  
 
 
Students Study: 
 
Students will study four units: 

• Thematic Study + Historic Environment:  Medicine through time from 1250-Present and how medicine 
developed in the context of the Western Front during World War I. 

• Period Study 50 Years:  Superpower relations in the Cold War 

• British Depth:  Early Elizabethan England 

• Modern Depth: The USA conflict at home and abroad 1954-1971 -The American Civil Rights Movement and the 
Vietnam War.  

 
 
Qualities of students who  should study history: 
 
History students should enjoy learning about the past and be interested in understanding causes, consequences, 
different interpretations and analysing primary source material. 
 
Importantly they should have an excellent level of literacy in order to access the exam and be able to communicate 
their ideas.  
 
Career Value  
 
History is a subject valued by employers because it encourages skills which are needed in many occupations. 
Students can present arguments, understand human behaviour in a range of circumstances, and interpret written, 
visual and numerical information.  
 
The Civil Service, Financial Services, Journalism, Law, Management and Teaching are just a few careers for which 
History can be good preparation.  
 
Employers who see that you have a qualification in history know that:  
 

• you can understand how people operate, what motivates them what they think and feel  

• you are able to gather and read different kinds of information and can check it for bias or propaganda 

• you are able to communicate clearly and have learned to express yourself verbally and on paper  
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The Warren School Study Programme 2022-2024 

Subject:   Media Studies 
 
Examination Level:   GCSE 
 

Examination Group:  EDUQAS 
 

Examination Value:  70% 
 

Examination Structure: 2 examinations:  Component 1 ‘Exploring the Media’ -   1hr 30 minutes (40% of final 
grade); Paper 2 ‘Understanding Media Forms and products’ - 1hr 30 minutes (30% of 
final grade)  

 

Non- Exam Assessment: x1 individual media production (30% of final grade). This will involve creating a media 
product for an intended audience through applying knowledge and understanding of 
media language and representation. The range of media products that can be made will 
include print, moving image and web based products, for example adverts, TV show 
extracts or web pages.  

  
 
Students Study 
Through studying a wide range of media, students will develop a deeper understanding of the role of the media in 
society, in culture and in their own lives. Students will be exploring both media that they are familiar with and also 
products that may be less familiar, including products for different audiences. Students will also learn how to use make 
their own still and moving image media products using a range of software.  
  
 
Students will study: 

• Advertising 

• Film marketing 

• Magazines 

• Music video 

• Newspapers 

• Online, social and participatory media 

• Radio 

• Television 

• Video games 
 
 
These topics will be studied looking at the four key concepts of genre, representation, media industries and audiences.  
This course enables learners to develop a range of skills in both analysing and producing media products, including 
analysis, comparison, critical thinking, decision-making and media production skills. 
 
Career Value 
London is one of the largest media capitals in the world and offers a wide range of career opportunities in all areas of 
the media.  Media Studies can also open the door to a range of exciting careers such as film production, journalism, 
advertising, marketing, music and law. As we enter an ever-changing media and information age, an understanding of 
how the industry works has become essential to all careers. 
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The Warren School Study Programme 2022-2024 

Subject:    Music 
 
Examination Level:  GCSE 
 

Examination Group:  OCR 
 

Examination Value:  40% 
 

Examination Structure:  Listening Paper Exam 1.5 hours (40%) 
 

Controlled Assessment:        Component 1: 30% 
                                             Component 2: 30%    
 
Students Study: 
Students will study performing, composing, listening and appraising skills to produce recordings of their practical work 
and show musical understanding through written and examination tasks. 
 

Students focus on one musical instrument/voice for the majority of the course and spend time developing their skills on 
that instrument, although they are expected to already have confidence on their instrument/voice before starting GCSE. 
 

The course builds confidence through performing opportunities and also good team working skills through the group 
music making components.  Students are able to make professional quality recordings of their work and explore a wide 
range of musical genres from different cultures and through history.  They also compose music for their own and other 
instruments and develop the techniques to create and develop their own individual musical ideas. 
 

The theory work focuses on exploring the wide variety of musical genres enjoyed around the world and through history, 
exploring styles such as Baroque and Classical concertos, Rhythms of the World including from India, Africa, Central and 
South America and Middle East, Popular Music including Rock and Pop Ballads and Film music.  Students learn how to 
recognise and describe the characteristics of each style and also create their own interpretation of them through a 
composition. 
 
Summary of Assessment 
Coursework: Component 1 - 30%. One solo performance on their instrument/voice and a composition inspired by that 
performance piece. This is internally assessed and externally moderated 
Coursework: Component 2 - 30%. One ensemble performance on their instrument/voice and a composition developed 
from an idea provided by the exam board. This is internally assessed and externally moderated 
 
Examination 
Listening Paper - 40%. A 1.5 hour exam whereby students answer questions about the extracts of music they hear from 
the genres studied on the syllabus. All questions are compulsory. There is one exam which is taken by all students at the 
end of Year Eleven.   There are 4 main areas which are studied for this exam. 

1. The Concerto Through Time 
2. Rhythms of the World 
3. Film Music 
4. Conventions of Pop. 

A Exam CD with the Music Extracts is played to all students at the same time and will repeat the extracts a set number of 
times whilst students answer the given questions. 
 
Career Value 
It is a good foundation for courses and careers in the performing arts, media industry and education.  However, GCSE 
Music is not just valuable for those interested in a musical career. Any career choice is interested in someone who is 
hardworking, creative, a good team member, confident, with good listening skills and a good memory and GCSE Music 
helps in developing these attributes.   
If you have any further questions to ask about this course Mrs. Briner will be pleased to answer them. 
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The Warren School Study Programme 2022-2024 

Subject:   Photography 
 
Examination Level:  GCSE  
 

Examination Group:  AQA 
 

Examination Value:  40% 
 

Coursework Structure:  An end of coursework examination paper is given out in January to enable students to 
prepare. The practical exam lasts 10 hours (2 school days) and is worth 40% of the final 
grade. 

 

Coursework Structure: Students work on 1 unit of coursework. The coursework is divided into 3 projects; 
‘Introductory Skills,’ ‘Perspective’ and a mock exam title. The coursework counts as 60% 
of the final grade. 

 
 
Students Study: 
The coursework (Unit 1) counts as 60% of the entire GCSE grade.  ‘Introductory Skills’ in the Autumn Term, 
‘Perspectives’ in the Spring Term and a mock exam title in the Summer Term . In Year 11 students continue to 
work on their mock exam title and sit a 5 hour mock in December. 
The practical exam (Unit 2) will be set by Edquas (WJEC) and sent to the school in January so that students have 
time to research and develop their ideas.  
The photography course allows students to experiment with a wide range of traditional and digital photography  
materials, techniques and processes. Students will gain experience in any of the following; digital photography,  
dark room processes, analogue photography, Photoshop and digital manipulation, film and animation. Students  
will gather ideas from a wide range of sources such as artists, designers, photographers, illustrators, animators,  
architects, film directors as well as the world around them during organised trips. Students will use their findings  
to facilitate imaginative and exciting outcomes. 
 
Career Value: 
Gaining a GCSE in Photography will enable students to progress onto other higher courses at A Level. These  
include; Art and Design, Fashion and Textile Design and Photography. 
An A Level in any of these qualifications will help prepare students for courses in further education as well as  
internships or work experience in the art, design or fashion industries. At University students would be fully  
prepared for careers in architecture, advertising, graphic and product design, fashion design, textiles design, the  
arts sector, photographic journalism, fashion photography, illustration, animation, film and theatre costume, film  
and theatre special effects, set design and the media. 
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The Warren School Study Programme 2022-2024 

Subject:   Physical Education 

Examination Level:  GCSE  
 

Examination Group:  EDUQAS 
 

Course Structure:   Theory  – 60% External Examination (2 hour written examination) 
    Practical  – 40% Internally assessed / Externally Moderated 
       (30% practical performance / 10% written evaluation) 
     

GCSE PE is open to all students but is more suited to those who excel in science and participate in school teams or 
external sports clubs. We do expect students to have shown full participation, enthusiasm and appropriate conduct 
during their Year 9 P.E. lessons. We also expect students to have achieved at least an average grade of 5+ in their 
practical core PE by the end of year 9  
Throughout the two-year course students will continue to improve in the sports experienced at key stage 3. 
 
The first and most important part of the course (60%) revolves around the theory of sport, covering the following 
areas: 

• Health, training and exercise 

• Exercise physiology 

• Movement analysis 

• Psychology of sport and physical activity 

• Socio-cultural issues in physical activity and sport 

The second part of the course is practically based (40%) 

• 30% Practical Performance 

• 10 % Analysis of Performance 

Students will be assessed in 3 activities from the full range of National Curriculum areas. There will be flexibility within 
these areas to allow all students to show themselves at their best. 
There is also an analysis of performance which involves critically analysing their performance within one of their chosen 
activities they are assessed in. 
 
How you will be assessed: 

• Examination at the end of the course (60%) 

• Internal Assessment of practical performance & Analysis of Performance (40%) 

Progression: 
Students can progress onto Level 3 BTEC Sport at the Warren School: 

• BTEC National Diploma Extended Diploma in Sport (3 A Level equivalent qualification) 

 
Skills that you will acquire through taking the course; 

• Literacy skills & Numeracy skills 

• Self confidence 

• Organisational skills 

• Practical performance based skills 

• Analysis of performance skills 

• Refereeing and umpiring skills 

• Presentation skills 

• Leadership skills 
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The Warren School Study Programme 2022-2024 

Subject:   Psychology 

 
Examination Level:  GCSE 
 

Examination Group:  OCR 
 

Examination Value:  100% 
 

Examination Structure:  2 Papers 
 

Paper 1: Studies and applications in psychology 1 
Paper 2: Studies and applications in psychology 2 

 
Students Study:  

• Psychological problems: This topic discusses mental health and increased recognition of mental health 
problems and lessening of social stigma around them. Students will also look at cultural differences in 
mental health problems and explanations, and tr diagnosis and treatments for depression and 
Schizophrenia. 

• Criminal Psychology: This topic will discuss the different types of crime and the role of culture in defining 
criminal/anti-social behaviour. Students will also learn explanations of why criminal behaviour occurs and the 
effectiveness of different forms of punishment. 

• Development: This topic will discuss early brain development in the womb, and the roles of nature and nurture 
in brain development. Theories which explain how intelligence develops and how teachers use this to inform 
their teaching are also discussed. Students will also learn theories which explain how they can improve learning 
such as Growth mindset and learning styles. 

• Social influence: This topic aims to develop students understanding of why people conform to the majority and 
how factors such as group size, anonymity and personality affect conformity to majority group. Students will 
also look at why people obey and look at why some people are able to resist conforming and don’t obey. 

• Memory: This topic aims to develop students understanding of the processes involved in memory, different 
types of memory and how memories are remembered and forgotten. 

• Sleep & Dreaming: The primary focus of this topic is to enable students to develop and understand the role of 
sleep and explanations of dreaming and sleep disorders such as the Freudian theory of dreaming. Students will 
also learn about the benefits of sleep, stages in the sleep cycle and the role of the brain in sleep. 

• Research methods: This topic is embedded throughout the course and aims to develop students’ 
knowledge of the practical and ethical elements of researching human behaviour. This involves 
involving designing research, conducting research and looking at data. 

• Brain and neuropsychology: This topic is embedded throughout the course and develops students’ 
knowledge of the different sections of the brain, the structure and function of the brain and theories of 
brain functioning. 

 
 
Career Value: 
Psychology offers students a wide range of skills that are very desirable to employers such as the ability to understand 
people and behaviour, as well as developing critical and communicative skills which are useful in a range of 
environments and occupations such as: Educational/ Clinical/ Forensic or Occupational Psychologist, Counselling, 
Teaching, Human Resources, Market research, Detective, Advertising, Marketing, Sales, Police and Probation officer. 
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The Warren School Study Programme 2022-2024 

Subject:   Religious Education 
 

Examination Level:  GCSE 
 

Examination Group:  AQA 
 

Examination Value:  100% 
 

Examination Structure:  Two papers  
 
 

Students Study: 
 
The GCSE is accessible to students of any religious persuasion or none.  
 

Religions  
 

Students will study the religions of Christianity and Islam. 
 

In the study of the TWO religions, students will demonstrate knowledge, analyse and explain the relevance and 
application of a religion or religions and evaluate different responses to religious and moral issues.  
 

Students will explore the common ground shared by believers of each religion, the variety of practices found and 
look at religious and secular approaches to moral issues. 
 

Papers 

Paper 1 Paper 2 

Christianity - Beliefs, teachings and practices 
and 
Islam - Beliefs, teachings and practices 

Themes 
Theme A: Relationships and Families 
Theme B: Religion and Life 
Theme C: Religion, Peace and Conflict 
Theme D: Religion, Crime and Punishment 

   

Career Value  
In the world of work employers look for someone with an enquiring mind, an appreciation of different viewpoints, 
an ability to come to clear, balanced decisions. These skills are developed through RE.  
If you want to work with people, in caring work, teaching, journalism, publishing, policing, with children, health, 
catering, leisure and tourism or to work abroad or in a cosmopolitan setting, RE will give you plenty to think about, 
and valuable expertise.  
 

Interesting Issues and Questions  
RE provides you with the chance to study issues and questions that matter: What's the value of life? What beliefs 
will you live by? What different ideas about God and life after death are there? In studying religion you will be able 
to develop your own thoughts and ideas about issues of right and wrong and questions of belief. This is why some 
people call RS the 'Science of Life'.  
 
Education in the Future  
RE is a valuable entry qualification to post 16 education, A levels and to other further education opportunities. All 
universities accept and welcome students with RE onto a variety of courses, in humanities, arts and sciences as well 
as to specific courses in religious studies, theology or related disciplines.  
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The Warren School Study Programme 2022-2024 

Subject:   Sociology 

 
Examination Level:  GCSE 
 

Examination Group:  AQA 
 

Examination Value:  100% 
 

Examination Structure:  2 papers:  
 

Unit 1: The Sociology of Families and Education (50%) 
Unit 2: The Sociology of Crime and Deviance and Social Stratification (50%) 

 
Students Study: 
Education 
This unit aims to develop students’ understanding of the present structure of the education system, and an 
understanding of related debates such as those about faith schools, testing, special and alternative forms of educational 
provision. This unit also explores the variations in educational achievement in terms of class, gender and ethnicity, and 
examines a range of influences on that may affect educational achievement, for example, parental values, peer groups, 
school ethos, streaming, labelling, teacher expectation, economic circumstances, cultural and ethnic background. 
Students should be aware of education as a political issue and be able, at a basic level, to explain both why education 
reforms have been made and criticisms of those reforms. 
 
Families 
This unit aims to develop students’ understanding of the ‘family’ and to explain the presence of diverse forms of the 
family in Britain today. Students will explore the ideas of cultural diversity, migration and changing working patterns as 
influences on marriage and the family in Britain. Students will understand that an individual might live in many different 
family situations during a lifetime; and should be able to explain important changes that are taking place in family 
structures. 
 
Crime and Deviance 
This unit allows students to distinguish between the concepts of crime and deviance. They will explore the many ways in 
which individuals are encouraged to conform to social rules both formal and informal. Students will also explore the 
social distribution of crime, e.g. class, age, gender, ethnicity and locality. Students will also examine different 
sociological explanations of criminal and deviant behaviour, such as sub-cultural theories, labelling theory and relative 
deprivation. 
 
Social Stratification 
This unit allows students to explore the nature of stratification as involving the unequal distribution of wealth, income, 
status and power. They will discuss the major concepts involved in the analysis of stratification, including class, status 
and life chances. Students will also explain the ways in which life chances are influenced by differences in wealth, 
income, power and status; and describe and explain the relationship between such inequalities and social factors such 
as class, gender and ethnicity 
 
Units 1 and 2: 
 Students will learn about key methodologies and concepts used within Sociology. Students will be able to demonstrate 
understanding of the distinctiveness of the sociological approach as opposed to, for example, the psychological, 
biological or journalistic, and should be aware that different kinds of explanations exist within sociology. This unit also 
encourages students to develop a critical understanding of sociological evidence and research processes.  
 
Career Value 
Sociology offers students much flexibility in choosing a career path but most students follow one of these paths: 
Criminal Justice, Human Services e.g. Social Services, Counselling, Education, Research/ Policy and Business.  
 
 



Learning for Life 
- 28 - 

 

The Warren School Study Programme 2022-2024 

Subject:   Spanish 

 
Examination Level:  GCSE 
 

Examination Board:  AQA 
 

Examination Value:  Listening (25%) Speaking (25%) 
    Writing (25%) Reading (25%) 
 

Examination Structure:  Listening and understanding  (25%) Externally assessed 
Reading and understanding  (25%) Externally assessed 

    Speaking    (25%) Externally assessed 
Writing      (25%) Externally assessed 

 

 
 
Students Study: 
The GCSE course aims to enable students to develop an understanding of the language chosen in a variety of 
contexts, through the acquisition of relevant skills, grammar, structures and vocabulary. Students will benefit from 
the development of transferable language learning skills and the ability of communicating in a foreign language. 
They will also develop an awareness and understanding of the countries and communities where the language 
chosen is spoken. The emphasis is on communication in the language chosen through speaking, listening, reading 
and writing. Students will develop practical skills for use in specific circumstances. The units of work are topic based 
and they cover areas such as personal identity, school, leisure, eating out, holidays, work, environment, healthy 
lifestyles and future plans. Students will work using audio recordings, books, real documentation from the countries 
where the language is spoken, magazines, videos and the Internet. Extracurricular activities are also organised in 
Year 11 in order to improve linguistic competence and to develop cultural insight.  
 
Career Value  
Foreign language skills are desirable and useful in a wide range of careers. As well as increasing employability, they 
broaden the range and variety of accessible careers. There is a great demand in the workplace for people who can 
speak languages other than English. Statistically language graduates have lower rates of unemployment than 
graduates in the great majority of other subjects. Employers are waking up to the need to recruit people with 
languages - and not just the obvious ones either. Community languages such as Arabic, Urdu, Punjabi, Bengali and 
many more are increasingly being required too. Rest assured if you choose languages your skills will be in high 
demand. Speaking another language is a concrete and demonstrable skill. Learning a language teaches people all 
sorts of other valuable things too which they will find invaluable later in the world of work. Using language to 
persuade, argue or explain, preparing presentations, putting text in different forms for different audiences, putting 
ideas across clearly - all these are vital skills for the workplace, whatever language they operate in. Learning how to 
interact with speakers of other languages can help to see things from a range of perspectives, making you more 
adaptable, creative, and insightful. The ability to operate cross-culturally is becoming just as much valued by 
employers as straight language skills. Many types of employers seek employees with multilingual capabilities, 
examples include: multiple government agencies, travel industry, engineering, educational field, international law, 
public policy and advertising. Knowledge of a second language opens doors to additional employment opportunities, 
increased chances of a higher salary, and sets a potential employee apart from others competing for the same job. 
 
If you would like to be entered for an examination in a language other than the one you study at school, see Mr 
Picazo for further details. 
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The Warren School Study Programme 2022-2024 

Subject:   Textile Design (GCSE Art and Design) 

 
Examination Level:  GCSE 
 

Examination Group:  AQA 
 

Examination Value:  40% Unit 2 (Practical Exam)  
  

Examination Structure:  An examination paper is given out at least 6 weeks in advance to enable 
    students to prepare. The practical exam lasts for 10 hours (2 school days) and is 
    worth 40% of the entire grade. 
 

Coursework Structure:  60% 
 
 
 
Students Study: 
The coursework (Unit 1) counts as 60% of the entire GCSE grade. The coursework (Unit 1) is divided into 3 projects; natural 
forms, cultural world jackets and a mock exam in year 11 which feeds back into their coursework portfolio and forms the 
third project. 
 
The practical exam (Unit 2) will be set by Eduqas and sent to school in January so that students have time to research and 
develop their ideas. The practical exam (Unit 2) will be completed over two days in school and last for 10 hours. 
 
The textiles course allows students to experiment with a wide range of traditional and contemporary materials, 
techniques and processes. Students will gain experience in any of the following: garment construction, 3-D sculpture, 
embroidery, batik, tie dye, transfer printing, block printing, appliqué, weaving, felting, collage, hand-painting and 
stencilling. Students will record observations and ideas in different formats including drawing, painting, photography and 
written annotation. Students will gather ideas from a wide range of sources such as; artists, photographers, designers, 
illustrators, sculptors as well as from the world around them during organised trips. Students will use their findings to 
facilitate imaginative and exciting outcomes. 

 
Career Value 
Gaining a certificate in Textile Design will enable students to progress onto other higher courses at either A level or BTEC. 
These include: textile design, fashion design, interior design, art and design, fine art, photography, 3D sculpture and design 
and technology. 
 
An A Level in textile design will help to prepare students for courses in further education as well as internships or work 
experience in the fashion and textiles industry. At University students would be fully prepared for careers in fashion 
design, textile design, fashion photography, fashion marketing, fashion illustration, costume design and theatre and set 
design. This would also open opportunities within other creative industries including; music, television, film, theatre, 
advertising and the media. 
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The Warren School Study Programme 2022-2024 

Subject:    Triple Science 
 
Examination Level:  GCSE 

Examination Group:  AQA 
 

Examination Value:  100% 
 

Examination Structure: 2 exams in Chemistry, Biology and Physics 
 

Controlled Assessment:  None 
 
 

Why study this course? We live in an increasingly scientific world, from trying to reduce global warming to detecting 
life on other planets and finding cures for diseases. Science is increasingly relevant in modern day society.  
 

This course allows you to explore science in greater depth, arm you with a deeper understanding and equip you 
with skills that will take you forward in the outside world. You will study the three areas of Science Biology, 
Chemistry and Physics. The course is fast paced, exciting and full of modern scientific issues. If you are a talented 
Scientist and always leave your science lessons wanting to know more, then this is the option for you.  

 
Students study: 
Students will have their lessons split into Biology, Chemistry and Physics throughout the year. There are 28 required 
practicals that students will take part in during lessons to investigate a specific aim. There are a variety of topics that 
only triple science students will learn including: 
 

• The brain, eye and kidneys 

• DNA, evolution and cloning 

• Quantitative and organic chemistry  

• Analysing ions and atoms 

• Nuclear processes and electromagnets 

• Planets, stars and the universe 
 
This will give students an opportunity to develop their learning and gain valuable critical thinking and problem solving 
skills which can be applied to any subject. 
 
 
Career value: 
Studying Triple Science gives you access to the A Level sciences and prepares you for a science-based and non-Science 
based degree courses. This qualification is particularly important for careers such as: 
 

• Medicine 

• Dentistry 

• Veterinary science 

• Law 

• Engineering 

• Piloting  

• Research and Development 
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The Warren School Study Programme 2022-2024 

LOOKING FORWARD TO THE WARREN SCHOOL SIXTH FORM 
 
You are in your third year of a seven year journey to university, apprenticeship or a good job. 

 
The Warren Sixth Form provides a great opportunity for our students to continue their studies in their own school, with 
teachers they know and who know them well. Students joining from other schools are equally welcomed and we are 
pleased that the number of outstanding students is increasing year by year. Our vibrant Sixth Form ensures students 
achieve their potential and make informed choices about their future. 

We look forward to welcoming you to two years of inspiring study and opportunity in our Sixth Form. We offer an 
exciting range of academic, vocational and extra-curricular opportunities. 

Both the traditional two year A level route as well as a range of vocational courses which are the equivalent to  A levels 
are offered. We have a strong commitment to independent advice and guidance and through the pastoral system our 
learners are supported in making the right choices for further study through UCAS or work related pathways. 

We believe in developing you beyond the classroom to fulfil your potential as a fully rounded scholar with an extended 
enrichment entitlement that includes volunteering and cultural opportunities. Our Sixth Form is vibrant, diverse, 
successful and growing. Nearly three quarters of students from Year 11 choose to stay on because they understand our 
supportive staff and friendly atmosphere combine with challenging expectations and high standards are a great recipe 
for future success. We also welcome many students from other schools. 

The quality of education in our Sixth Form fully equips our students for the brightest possible futures. Our excellent 
academic standards are achieved through a combination of strong subject teaching and empowering relationships. We 
pride ourselves on our exceptional pastoral care. We believe that your Sixth Form experience is vital to your overall 
success and we want to do everything we can to make the transition as smooth as possible. In addition to academic 
success, we will help you develop as confident, creative individuals and leaders, able to contribute to the community 
and the wider world. 

For more information about the subjects you could choose or life in the Sixth Form please go to our dedicated area of 
the school website - www.thewarrenschool.net/sixth-form. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.loxford.net/sixth-form
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Types of Course Available in the Sixth Form 
   
Students usually study three subjects at A Level.  They are two-year courses: 
  
Courses currently offered: 

• Art and Design 

• Biology 

• Business Studies 

• Certificate in Financial Studies 

• Chemistry 

• Economics 

• English Literature  

• English Literature and Language 

• Film Studies 

• Further Maths 

• Geography 

• Government and Politics 

• History 

• Mathematics 

• Media Studies 

• Photography 

• Physics 

• Psychology 

• Religious Education 

• Sociology 

• Spanish 

• Theatre Studies 

 
 
Vocational Courses 
 
These are 2 year courses equivalent to A Levels. 
 
Courses currently offered: 

• Business 

• Engineering 

• Media 

• Science 

• Sport 
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E-SAFETY 
 
Because e-safety is such an important issue we make sure at The Warren School that it is part of the curriculum every 
year for students in Years 7, 8 and 9. This is achieved through a unit of work in the first Spring half-term aimed to link in 
with Safer Internet Day. In addition e-safety and data security issues form part of our PSCHE programme in Key Stages 4 
and 5. 
 

Below you will find further information about e-safety. 
 

How do children use the internet and social networks? 
Children use the internet to socialise (communicate with friends and make new ones), browse for information, search 
and download media, chat and play games. They may: 
 

• search for information or content on search engines like Google, Bing and Yahoo 

• share images and watch videos through websites or mobile apps like Instagram, Pinterest, Vine, Vimeo and 
YouTube 

• use social networking websites like Facebook and Twitter 

• write or reply to messages on forums and message boards like Ask.fm 

• play games alone or with others through websites, apps or game consoles 

• chat with other people through online games, games consoles, webcams, social networks and tools like 
WhatsApp, Viber, Tango, Snapchat and Instagram 

When online, children and young people can learn new things, get help with homework, express themselves creatively 
and connect with friends and family. Whilst the internet has many benefits it has many risks associated to it. As parents 
and carers it is our duty to understand and communicate these to help keep children under our care safe online. 
 
Risks 
Many risks have arisen with the accessibility and use of the internet by younger people, such as: 
  

• identity theft 

• inappropriate content – not suitable for age 

• cyberbullying 

• grooming 

• pornography 

• premium rate services – apps etc. 

• downloading illegal content 

Internet Matters 
Internet Matters is an independent, not-for-profit organisation. Their website is comprehensive and covers online safety 
for a range of age groups, discussing topics such as cyber bullying, online pornography, sexting, inappropriate content, 
online reputation, online grooming and privacy/identify theft. Furthermore, it features guides on apps, going mobile, 
social networking, chatting, online gaming, downloading and viruses, and parental controls. 
 

 
Please visit the school’s website for further information on e-safety. 
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NOTES 
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For further information, please contact: 
 

Ms C Carrington – Assistant Headteacher 
or 

Mr J Goodman - Achievement Team Leader 
The Warren School  

Whalebone Lane North 
Romford 

Essex, RM6 6SB 
 

020 8270 4500 
office@thewarrenschool.net 

 
 

www.thewarrenschool.net 
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